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money can adequately reward their services it is gratifying to
find that Dr. Carpenter seems well content with the reward
afforded him by the opportunity to study in his leisure hours
forms of animal life other than that of the fly. He made an
elaborate study of the protective warning and mimetic colours
of butterflies, and succeeded in hatching out two collections of
butterflies' eggs, the result of which afforded him the triumph
of forging an important link in the chain of evidence that
supports the Darwinian theory on the coloration of insects.
He seems to think that this was his most notable achievement
during his life on the Lake. Those who regard insects prin-
cipally from an economic standpoint will hardly agree with
him, but all will congratulate him on a richly deserved success.

In his idle moments the author even made a study of the
language. of monkeys, and succeeded in distinguishing
fourteen separate sounds expressing eagerness, recognition,
alarm, excitement, rage, pain, melancholy, dislike, a hunting
call and a cry for help. One of the sounds, from the author's
description, seems to be bad language, and one is used by
the elder monkeys to comfort the babies. The author himself
progressed so far in the monkey language as to imitate this
last sound himself, when freeing a baby monkey from ants
that were attacking it!

The book, illustrated by a number of admirable photo-
graphs, increases the debt of gratitude which all interested in
Africa owe to its author.

The Natural History of South Africa. By F. W. Fitzsimons,
F.Z.S., F.R.M.S., Director of the Port Elizabeth
Museum. (Longmans, Green and Co., London, 1920.
4 vols. 12s. 6d. each vol.)

These four volumes, which are intended apparently as the
first of a series, are devoted exclusively to the mammals of
South Africa from elephants to dormice. Each has a separate
section in which is given a brief account of its range and
habits, its scientific name and, in most cases, its various native
names. The description of nearly every animal is accom-
panied by an excellent photograph. The section devoted to
elephants, based largely on the study of those in the Addo
Bush, is exceptionally interesting. Everyone deplores the
decision that the elephant herds in Cape Colony are to be
destroyed—everyone, that is, except the farmers who live in
the neighbourhood of the Addo Bush—but the author shows
that the decision is justified. There is no permanent water in
the1 Addo Bush, and consequently elephants break out of the
reserves to drink on the neighbouring farms, and while on
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these excursions do a vast amount of damage to the crops and
the farmers' fences. They also kill domestic live-stock that
wander into the reserve. To keep the elephants under control
it would be necessary to build a big dam in the reserve and
an elephant-proof fence all round it, and this would entail an
expenditure which Cape Colony is not prepared to undertake
unaided. The farmers set spring-cannon as traps for the
marauders. An elephant mortally wounded by one of these
was helped home by his wives, but eventually collapsed.
The cows covered him carefully with branches torn from trees
to shield him from the sun, and took turns to bring him water
in their trunks. A Hottentot, who had the misfortune to
annoy an elephant, saved his life by crawling into a dense
patch of thorny mimosa scrub. At first the elephant
attempted to haul him out of it with his trunk, but found
the thorns too prickly. It then backed into the thicket and
began systematically to beat it down by sitting on it. The
Hottentot would inevitably have been eventually killed either
by the weight of the elephant or the pressure of the thorns if
his terrier had not so effectually badgered the elephant that it
chased it through the bush and gave the Hottentot an oppor-
tunity to escape. One of the ponds to which the elephants
resort has on one side a very steep bank. Sometimes the
elephants that visit it, after drinking, amuse themselves by
sliding down the incline on their haunches. Should some of
the youngsters hesitate to go on this "waterchute," they are
coaxed to the top of the incline and then pushed over the
brink with a vigorous shove. These and a number of other
stories of the Addo elephants show the peculiar suitability of
Cape Colony's elephant reserve for the study of elephants
under natural conditions, and emphasise the regret that all
must feel at the prospect that within four years they will all
be exterminated.

Animal Life in South Africa. By S. H. Skaife, M.Sc.,
F.E.S. (Published by T. Maskew MiUer, Cape Town,
and Basil Blackwell, Oxford. 1920. 15*. net.)

The price of this little book will seem high to those who
estimate the value of books by their size, but it is very well
worth the money. Intended primarily for the young, it is
admirably suited for its purpose. Designed to accompany
practical research, it is principally devoted to such forms of
animal life as any schoolboy can study. Thus prominence is
given to flies, scorpions, earth-worms, beetles, spiders and
ticks, which each have a chapter to themselves, whereas the
subject of lions—which are really far less important than ticks


